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By Ifaac Bicker [aff E{q; 





Ut in Vita, fic in Studtis, pulcherrimum & human ffimum exiflimo, Seve- 
ritatem Comitatemque mifcere, ne illa in Triftitiam, hac in Petulantiam 


procedat. Plin. Epitt. 





From Thurfday December 29. to Saturday December 3%. -1709. 


Sheer-Lane, December 30. 


-W AS walking about my Chamber this 

Morning in a very gay Humour, when I faw 

a Coach ftop at my Door, and a Youth about 

Fifteen alighting out of it, whom I perceived 
to be the eldelt Son of my Bofom-Friend that 
I gave fome Account of in my Paper of the 17th 
of the laft Month. I felt a fenfible Pleafure rifing 
in me at the Sight of hini, my Acquaintance ha- 
ving begun with his Father when he was juft fuch 
a Stripling, and about that very Age. :.When he 
came up to me, he took rhe by the Hand, and 
burft out in Tears, I was extremely moved, and 
immediately faid, Child, How does your Father 
do ? He began to reply; My Mother---- But could 
not go on for weeping. I went down with him 
into the Coach, and gathered out of him, That 
his Mother was then dying, and that while the 
holy Man was doing the lait Offices to-her, he had 
taken that Time to come and call me to his Father, 
who (he faid) would cettainly break his Heart if 
Tdid not go and comfort him. Tlie Child’s Dif- 
cretion in coming to me of his own Head, and 
the Tendernefs he fhowed for his Parents, would 
have quite overpowered me, had not I refolved to 
fortify my felf for the feafonable Performances of 
thofe Duties which I owed to my Friend, As we 
were going, I could not but reflect upon the Cha- 
racter of that excellent Woman, and the Greatnefs 
of his Grief for the Lofs of one who has ever been 
the Support to him under all other Affictions. 
How (thought I) will he be able to bear the Hout 
of her Death, that could not, when I was lately 
with him, {peak of a Sickneis, which was then 
pall without Sorrow. We were now got pretty 
at into Wefminfer, and arrived at my Friends 
Houfe. At the Door of it I met Favonins, not 
without a fecret Satisfaction to find he had been 
there. Ihad formerly converfed with him at this 
Houfe ; and as he abounds with that Sort of Vir- 
tue and Knowledge which makes Religion beauti- 
ful, and never leads the Converfation into the Vi- 
olence and Rage of Party-Difputes, I have liftened 
to him with great Pleafure. Our Difcourfe chanc'd 
to be upon the Subject of Death, which he treated 
with fuch a Strength of Reafon, and Greatnefs of 
Soul, that inftead of being terrible, it appeared to 
a Mind rightly cultivated, altogether to be con- 
temned, or rather to be defired. As I met him at 


the: Door, I faw in his Face a certain Glowing of . 


Grief and Humanity, heighten’d with-an Air of 
Fortitude and Refolution, which, as J afterwards 


found, had fuch an irrefiftible Force, as to fufpend 
the Pangs of the Dying, and the Lamentation of 
the neareft Friends who attended her. I went up 
directly to the Room where fhe lay, and was met 
at the Entrance by my Friend, who, notwith- 
ftanding his Thoughts had been compofed a little 
before, at the Sight of me turned away his Face 
and wept. The little Family of Children renewed 
the Expreffions of their Sorrow according to their 
feveral Ages and Degrees of Underftanding. The 
eldeft Daughter was in Tears, bufied in Attendance 
upon her Mother ; others were kneeling about the 
Bed-fide: And what troubled me moft was, to fee 
a little Boy, who was too young to know the Rea- 
fon, weeping only becaufe his Sifters did. The 
only one in the Room who feemed refigned and 
comforted, was the dying Perfon. At my Ap- 
proach to the Bed-fide, fhe told me, with a low 
broken Voice, This is kindly done--- Take Care 
of your Friend--- Don’t go ftom him. She had be- 
fore taken Leave of her Husband and Children, in 
a Manner. proper for fo folemn a Parting, and with 
a Gracefulnefs peculiar toa Woman of her Character: 
My Heart was torn in Pieces to fee the Husband on 
one Side fupprefling and keeping down the Swelling 
of his Grief, for tear of difturbing her in her aft 
Moments; and the Wife even at that Time conceal- 
ing the Pains fhe endured, for fear of encreafing his 
Affliction. She kept her Eyes upon him for fome 
Moments after fhe grew f{peechlefs, and foon after 
clofed them for ever. In the Moment of her Depar- 
ture, my Friend (who had thus far commanded 


‘hunfelf) gave a deep Groan, and fell intoa Swoon 


by het Bed-fide. The Diftraction of the Children, 
who thought they {aw both their Parents expiring 
together, and now lying dead before them, would 
have melted the hardeft Heart ; but they foon per- 
ceived their Father recover, whom I helped to re- 
tmove into another Room, with a Refolution to ac- 
company him till the firft Pangs of his Afflictiori 
were abated: I knew Confolation would now 
be impertinent ; and therefore contented my felf to 
fit by him, and condole with him in Silence. For 
I fhall here ufe the Expreffion of an ancient Author, 
who, in one of his Epiftles relating the Virtues and 
Death of Adacrinus’s Wife, fays very juttly ; “J thaid 
* fufpend my Advice to this bett of Friends, till he 
* is made capable of receiving it by thote Three 
* great Remedies, (Neceffitas ipfz, Dies longa, & Sa- 
* tietas Doloris) the Neceility of Submiffion, Length 
* of Time, and Satiety of Grief. 

In the mean time, I cannot but confider with 
much Commiferation the melancholy State of one 
who has had fuch a Part of himielf torn from _ 
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and which he mifies in every Circumftance of Life. 
His Condition is like that of oue who has lately 
Jolt his Right Arm, and is every Moment offering 
to helphimfelf with it. He does not mee to him- 
felf the fame Perfgn in his Houfe, at his Table, in 
Company, or in Retirement ; and lofes the Relith of 
all the Pleafures and Diverfions that were before on- 
ly entertaining to him by her Participation of them. 
The moft agrecable Objects recall the Sorrow for 
her with whom he ufed to enjoy them. This additio- 
nal Satisfaction, from the Taft of Pleafures in the 
Society of one we love, is admirably deicrib’d in 
Milton, who repretents Eve, tho’ in Paradite it telf, 
no further pleated with the beautiful Objects around 


her, than as the fees them in Company with ddam,. - 


in that Paflage fo inexpreflibly charming. 


With Thee converfing, Iforget all Time, 

All Seafons, and their Change; all pleafe alike, 

Sweet is the Breath of Adorn, her Rifing Sweet 

With Charnis of earlie/ Birds; pleafant the Sun, 
ae a on this delightjul Land he {preads, 

His Orient Beams, on Herb, Tree, Fruit and Ploner, 
Glif'ring with Dew ; fragrant the fertile Earth 
After Jojt Shoners, and Jweet the coming on 

Of grateful Evening mild ; the filent Night, 

Wink rhis her a Bird, and this fair Moon, 
And thefe the Gems of Heaven, her Starry Train, 
But neither Breath of Morn when fhe afcends, 

With Charm of earlieft Birds, a Sun 

fa this delightful Land, nor Herb, Fruit, Floner, 
GlifPring nith Dew, nor Fragrance after Showers, 
Nor grateful ret mild, nor filent Night, : 
With this her folemn Bird, nor Walk by Moon, 

Or glittering Star-light, without Thee is fret. 


It may further be obferved, That tho’ the Sweet- 
nefs of thefe Verfes has fomething in it of a Pafto- 
ral, yet it excels the ordinary Kind, as much as the 
Scene of it is above an ordinary Field or Meadow. 
I might here, fince I am accidentally led into this 
Subject, fhow feveral Paflages in A4idzon that have 
as excellent Turns of this Nature, as any of our Eng- 
lifh Poets whatfoever ; but fhall only mention that 
which follows, in which he defciibes the Fallen 
Angels engaged in the intricate Difputes of Pre- 
deftination, Free-will, and Fore-Knowledge ; and 
to humour the Perplexity, makes a Kind of Laby- 
sinth in the very Words that defcribe it. 


Ochers apart fat on a Hill retired, 

In Thoughts more elevate, and reafon'd high 
Of Providence, Fore-knoviledge, Will and Fate, 
Fix'd Fate, Free-will, Fore-knowledge abfolute, 
And found no End in wand'ring Mazes lof. 


+’, Whereas lam informed, That there is a 
tpuricus and very incorrect Ed:tion ct thfe Vapers printed ina 
fmall Volume; Thefe are to give No:ice, That there is in the 
Fref:, and wil. {peedily te publifh’d, avery neat Edition, fitted 
tor the Pocker, on extrao:dinary good Paper, a new Brevier 
Letrer, like the Elzevir Editions, and adorned with feveral Cuts 
by the belt Artifts. To which is added, a Pretace, Index, and ma- 
ny Notes, tor the better Explanation of thefe Lucubrations. By 
the Author. Who has reviicd, amended, and made many Ad- 
diticns to the Whcle. 

N. B. Notice fhall be given in this Paper, when J conclude 
my Firft Volume. 


Advertifements. 


A T_ Pererborough-Houfe near the Horfe-Ferry, 

Weilminiter, is to be fold a Parcel of printed Callicoes, 
aid curi.us Pictures, with all Sores of fine Japan and China- 
Warss, with Lacquer’d, and other Indian Goods. As alfo, 
rou hold-Geods ; a large and {mail Beam, with Iron Weights, 
aliinsw ; 4 very good Cart, intended tor che Whititer’s Bufinefs; 
Wiu Hevie-Furnicure thereto 5 lately the Goodsof Mr. Henry 
Hut Attendance will be daily given till all are fold. 





. To be fold. 
A Very good Coach, lined with a Cathaw, fit for 
Town or Country. To be feen at Mr. Dizzel’s, Coach- 
Old Bear in Piccadilly: 


*,” The Statutes at large, in Three Volumes ; Win- 


Painter, over-againit 


gate and Wafhington’s Abridgments, with a Supplement to 
them » Mr, Ciucterbuck’s Plain and Rational Vindication and 
Explanation of the Liturgy ; Dr. Gibfon on the Sacrament, at 
i l.5 s. per Hundred ; Wincneiter Manual ; Bibles and Common 
Prayers of all Sorts, ruled or unruled ; a fine Sct of Curs tor 
the Common Prayer, engraved by Mr. Sturt; Dr. Nicolls’s Para- 
parafe on the Common Prayer ; the New Welch Common Pray- 
er and Pfalmis,’ wich or without Cuts; and Tate and Bradys 
Pfalms, with the New Supplement ; ery Beveridge’s Cate- 
chifm ; Dr, Williams's Catechifim ; are fold by R. Whitledge, ar 
the Bible and Bali in Ave-Mary-lane near Ludgate, at the low- 


eit Prices. 
Oldifworth’s Record-Ink Powder. 


LONE: R_ making expeditioully the blackeft and 
SHED, molt laltine Waiting-Ink being a Tincture 
. N ett drcm Minerals, 







archafites, with other ponderous 
| Ingredients, tar exceeding (tor this Purpofe) any 
MY diflolving Powder whatever. Each Sixpenny 
Bo Paper contains three Ounces, fealed up with Di- 
reétions; 8 Papérs make a Gailon; 4 more, with 
the former Sediment, will make another Gallon as goodas the 
firtt ; and thus in Proportion tora greater or lets Quantity, ig 
much cheaper tham hitherto known. It is alfo fic tor Carriage 
by Sea and and Land, as now prepared in Powder by Auitin 
Old:fworth; Stationer, at the Golden Ball in Cannon-itrecr. 
Sold by J. Merphew near Stationers-Hall, and the Stationers, 
Bookfellers and Haberdafhers, in London, and other Cities and 
chief Towns m G:eat Britain and Ireland. 
Juft publifi’d, 

* * The Compleat Gameftér: Or, Inftru@ions how to 

lay at all Manner of ufual and mott gencile Games, cither on 
Cards, Dice, Billiard:, Trucks, Bowls, or Chefs, - Aifo the Arts 
and Miiteries of Riding, Racing, Archery and Cock-tighting, 
To which is addéd, The Game at Bafict, With a Difcourfe of 
Gaming in General: The Defcription of a Gaming Ordinary, 
and the Character of a Gamelter. With a Song on the Game 
ai P.quer. All regulated by the molt experienc’d Maiters, Prin. 
red tor Charles Brome, at the Gun, the We End of St. Pauis, 
Price ts, 6d. Whereis fold, the Geographical Cards, giving 3 
De(cription of the whole World. Price 1s, a Pack. 
*,* A Military Dictionary: Explaining all difficult 
Terms in Martial Lifcipline, Fortification and Gunnery. The 
Third Edition, oe ag To which is likewife added, a Sca 
Diionary of all the Terms of Navigation. Both of them very 
ufeful (ro al Perfons thar read the Publick News, or ferve in 
the Army,Navy or Militia,) for the Underltanding the Accounts | 
of Sieges, Batcles, and other Warlike and Marine Expeditions, 
which daily occur in this Time of Action. By Officers wha 
ferv'd feveral Years at Seaand Land. Printed; and {oid by J, 
Morphew near Stationers-Hall. Price 1s. 6 d. 
*,* Annals of the Univerfe ; containing An Account 
ot the moft Memorable Adtions, Affairs and Occurrences, which 
have happen’d ip the World, but efpecially in Kurope, trom the 
Year 1160, where Mr. Whitlock leaves off, to the Year 41680, 
In Two Decades : With an Index to the Whole, Being a Con. 
tinuation of the faid Mr. Whitlock’s Memorials. Printed for 
William Carter, at the Rofe and Crown in Sr, Paui’s Church. 
yard ; and to be fold by {ohn Morphew near Stationers-Hall, 
*,* Latinitatis Probate & Exerciice Liber Memorialis, 
Naturali Ordine ita Difpofitus, ut fine ulla Memorize Detatiga- 
tions, Notitia Vocabulorum non folum capi facilime, fed feliciter 
etiam repeti ac confervari Poflit. In Ufum Scholarum con- 
fectus, a Chriltophero Cellario, Hal. Academ. P.P. Nunc in 
noftratiam Ufum, ¢ Germanica in Linguam Anglicanam vertus, 
A. M. B. Impentis B. Tooke, fubter Medii Templi Portam, & M. 
Atkins ad Iniigne Globi Aurei in Coemeterio D, Pauli. Pr. 1s. 6d. 
*~" A Supplement to the new Verfion of Pfalms, by 
Dr. Brady and Mr. Tate ; containing, the Pfalms in particular 
Meafures, the ufual Hymns, Creed, Lord’s Prayer, 1en Com- 
mandments, Holy Sacramenr,écc. with Gloria Patri’s, and Tunes 
(Treble and Bafs) proper to cach of them, andall the reit of the 
Pfalms. The Sixth Edition, corrected ; and much enlarged. 
With the Addition of plain Inftructions for all thofe who are 
delirous to learn or improve themfelves in Pfalmody; near 30 
new Tunes, compofed by feveral of the beft Mafters; and 2 Ta- 
ble of Plalms fuired to the Fealts and Fafts ot the Church, &c. 
With Tables of all the Pfalms of the New, Old, and Dr. Pa- 
trick’s Verfions, directing what Tunes are ficced tor each Pfalm. 
The Whole being a compleat Plalmody. Ufetul for Teachers 
and Learners of cither Veriion. Primed; and fold by James | 
Holland, atthe Bible and Ball, at the Welt-End of St, Paul’: 


* © see . 
«* Jott publith’d, A New Set of Cuts for the Common 

Prayer, $§ in Number, tar exceeding any done in Great Bri 

tain before, Engraven by J. Sture; And fold by him in Gol- 

den-Lion-Court, Alderfgave-ftreer ; R. Whitiedge in Ave-Masy- 

my J. Morphew, and J. Hazard, acar Stationers-Hall. 
rice 3 s. 


— 





Sold by fohn Morphew near Stationers-Hall s where Advertifements are taken io. 
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